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Submissions in response to the population policy consultation

Foreword

Ethnic minorities are part of Hong Kong; many of them see Hong Kong as their
home. However, different government bodies have repeatedly sent the message
that ethnic minorities are non-locals. (Please see the appendix for example.)

The government should ensure that all government officials understand that
ethnic minorities are locals and part of Hong Kong. We urge the government to
propose law amendment to the Race Discrimination Ordinance so that it will
provide for a positive duty on the government’s part to eliminate race
discrimination. Also, the scope of application of the Administrative Guidelines
on Promotion of Racial Equality should be extended to all departments and the
Guidelines should be statutory and strictly enforced with extra resources and
mechanism so as to ensure that ethnic minority residents enjoy all the rights,
opportunities and entitlements given to their Chinese counterpart.

Also, the ethnic minority population in Hong Kong is highly diverse, with
diverse views and needs. They vary in ethnicity, cultural background, religious
background, socio-economic status and other areas, and it is important that the
Government does not does not treat or portray them as a homogenous group.

Education

It is surprising that there is almost no mention of the education policy in the
population policy consultation paper as education is the key to allowing people
of all ethnicities access to equal opportunities and building a city with racial
equality and harmony.

Effective Chinese language education for ethnic minorities

Hong Kong Unison has been advocating a “Chinese as a Second Language”
curriculum. Not only is such a curriculum essential for ensuring equal education
and employment opportunities for ethnic minorities and alleviating poverty, it is
also essential for attracting overseas talents, which is a major objective of the
population policy consultation. The education of their children is naturally a
major factor of consideration for expatriates in choosing which place to work in.
For expatriates who do not wish or cannot afford to pay high fees for
international schools, our current education policy for ethnic minorities is a
major deterrent. This is because it is highly difficult for the children of
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expatriates to be able to learn Chinese well both in mainstream and ‘designated
schools’. Expatriates would very likely need to see their children either failing
to manage the mainstream curriculum or placed in de facto racially segregated
schools, many of which are of a poor quality. NET teachers may also consider
leaving Hong Kong and we know some well-educated ethnic minority parents
who have left Hong Kong partly because of the problems in the education
policy. This problem in the education policy has also been reported by the New
York Times, a newspaper read widely internationally, in March 2013.

Although the government announced the establishment of the “Chinese
Language Curriculum Second Language Learning Framework™”, which is
schedule to be implemented starting September 2014, details are lacking. We
urge the EDB to formulate a “Chinese as a Second Language” policy with a
concrete policy goal, an implementation plan and timetable, outcome indicators
and a transparent monitoring mechanism as soon as possible.

We suggest the VTC/IVE and other post-secondary institutions to provide
designated Chinese courses for non-Chinese speaking students. This can make
good use of the students’ time at the VTC/IVE or other post-secondary
institutions for Chinese learning. Otherwise, it would only defer the solving of
the problem of the lack of Chinese proficiency, which will ultimately affect their
career prospects despite their post-secondary training.

Elimination of the de facto segregation in the public education system

Also, the government should take immediate, effective measures to eliminate
the de facto racial segregation in the public education system. The problem of
de facto racial segregation found in some public schools is serious and is
devastating to racial harmony and social integration, and may also be contrary
to law.

Vocational Chinese training program for working ethnic minority

It is difficult for ethnic minorities who no longer study at school to learn
Chinese beyond the GCSE level, which is roughly equivalent to that of the local
primary two level. From our experience, at least some of the current Chinese
language courses organized by various training bodies of the Employment
Retraining Board are not linked to standardized benchmarks. It does not help
employers determine the Chinese language level of those who have completed
the courses. As such, ethnic minorities cannot overcome the language barrier to
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having good employment prospects even when they want to. The VTC/ IVE
should set up language learning centres which organize Chinese language
courses at its campuses or other public school premises at night-time.

The government should also subsidize universities to develop interpretation and
translation courses in minority languages. This will not only give ethnic
minorities more employment opportunities but also to ensure ethnic minority
are given equal quality of public services as well as to address the low quality
of the public service interpretation and translation service generally provided in
Hong Kong.

Monitoring the sub-degree programs

The government should also intensify the quality monitoring of different sub-
degree programmes. Many of our ethnic minority clients who have spent a lot of
money on these programmes find that they have learnt little from them and have
difficulty looking for a good job.

Emancipation of labor force of ethnic minority women
In its consultation paper, the government invites comments on how to unleash
the potential of the existing population to work.

Regarding the low labour force participation rates of some ethnic groups such as
Indians and Pakistanis, it was stated in the 2011 Population Census thematic
report on ethnic minorities that this might be related to the custom of these
ethnic groups. This is not entirely true because some of our female clients of
these ethnic groups do want to work but they do not have the necessary
education qualification or vocational skills to work or to be competitive in the
job market. They also face the language barrier in both English and Chinese;
some of them may know simple spoken English or Chinese but they generally
do not know how to read and write.

Strengthening the Support Service Centres

The support service centres for ethnic minorities are not well monitored, and the
reporting and evaluation of their effectiveness is often only based on activity
output and photo documentation .\WWe urge the government to set up an effective
evaluation mechanism with outcome indicators to assess these centres’ and their
programmes’ effectiveness and impacts.
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We are of the view that the centres can also be responsible for helping ethnic
minorities seek employment, with a case manager following the progress of
each job seeker and a requirement of passing a minimum successful job seeking
rate.

We agree with the government that there has to be a change of values in society
so that non-academic achievements will be more recognized. However, the
whole population policy consultation document is so money-oriented because
its main focus is on manpower shortage rather than the well being of our people,
the quality of life in the city, education, the values towards racial diversity and
social care, etc. The government itself should change its mindset first so that
profit-making will not be the only direction of our society. Only then would the
purpose of different careers be appreciated by society.

Requiring certain level of language proficiency of new immigrants

Many of our South Asian clients marry spouses from the country of their ethnic
origins, contributing partly to the rapid increase in the ethnic minority
population size.

As proficiency in Chinese or English is essential to integrating into society, the
government can refer to overseas policies aiming at enhancing the language
proficiency of new arrivals. For example, the United Kingdom requires some
non-European migrants applying as partners of British citizens to meet certain
language. Another example of such policies is requiring new immigrants to
attend language courses after arrival.

The HKSAR government should have the authority to approve one-way
permits. It is almost futile to formulate a population policy when we do not have
control over who come to settle in Hong Kong.

Community Health education for ethnic minority

We have observed that some of our ethnic minority clients marry their close
relatives such as their cousins. There have been debates overseas about whether
it is more likely for children of parents who are close relatives to suffer from
genetic diseases or disabilities. Some of our clients are not aware of these
debates. The government should conduct a scientific research in Hong Kong on
whether such marriages lead to genetic diseases of children. If the research
shows that they do, the government should launch a public education campaign
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on family planning. The government should also promote the importance of pre-
natal care among ethnic minorities.

Also, many ethnic minority clients of ours do not know about the interpretation
services provided in public hospitals and some others have complained to us
about the inaccuracy of the interpretation rendered. Some have tried to book the
interpretation service at public hospitals but were told that only doctors could
make an appointment with interpreters. We urge the government to ensure that
Interpretation services are available, accessible and that the quality is
acceptable. With adequate interpreting services and other necessary assistance
to our ethnic minority, they can more easily build their sense of belonging to the
Hong Kong society.

Services for ethnic minority elderly

Currently many of our elderly ethnic minority clients return to the country of
their ethnic origin after retirement because they still have connection there and
the services provided to the elderly in Hong Kong do not cater for their needs in
terms of language, dietary preference, etc. The Guangdong Scheme is unfair to
ethnic minorities, most of whom would not reside in Guangdong, and should be
extended to all Hong Kong elderly permanent residents residing out of Hong
Kong.

On the other hand, many of our younger clients have less connection with the
country of their ethnic origin and are used to the way of life in Hong Kong.
They are worried that they may face discrimination if they live in the country of
their ethnic origin. It is more likely for them to stay in Hong Kong after
retirement. Therefore, the government should be prepared and improve the
services provided to the elderly of ethnic minorities.

Submitted in February 2014
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Ethnic minorities are part of Hong Kong
The Government should stop treating them as foreign labour

The government is conducting the population policy consultation, but its
promotional video and consultation channels exclude ethnic minorities as
foreigners. Hong Kong Unison is very disappointed. A correct understanding of
ethnic minority issues is essential to formulating a sound population policy. We
doubt whether the government will formulate a population policy that utilizes
our human resources well and promotes racial harmony.

Firstly, in the official promotional video of the government ‘The Foreign
Players’ (http://youtu.be/ICEEYFXQys0), there are three foreign football
players from Pakistan, Scotland and Nigeria respectively. All local football
players in the video are of Chinese ethnicity. In the video, several residents of
Chinese ethnicity said that imported workers will make Hong Kong more
competitive.

While some ethnic minority workers are indeed imported workers, many
people of ethnic minorities are Hong Kong residents and see Hong Kong as
their home. Why doesn’t the government convey the message that ethnic
minority residents see Hong Kong as their home through the promotional video?
Instead, the government is creating the stereotype that ethnic minorities like
Pakistanis are imported workers.

Secondly, the government has set up the official Facebook group for
consultation (https://www.facebook.com/groups/Thoughts4dHK/), but the name
and description of the group and most posts by the administrator of the group
are in Chinese only. The education policy discriminates against ethnic
minorities and does not equip them with an adequate level of Chinese. This has
already limited ethnic minorities’ higher education and employment
opportunities and access to information. Now, even the official government
consultation channel is not in English. Many ethnic minority residents are very
angry about this. After several ethnic minority residents made complaints in the
Facebook group, the administrator of the group tried to compensate by
uploading some bilingual information about ethnic minorities and a promotional
video. The promotional video is exactly ‘The Foreign Players’ mentioned above.
The Facebook group administrator thought that by uploading this promotional
video which creates a stereotype, they have effectively addressed the complaints.
This shows that the administrator does not understand that the promotional
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video creates a stereotype or makes the conceptual error that all non-Chinese
people in Hong Kong are imported workers. As of today, the Facebook group
name and description are still in Chinese only.

Thirdly, the administrator uploaded a pie chart about the size of different
ethnic groups in Hong Kong
(https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1413850688852257 &set=gm.5600
79134069038&type=1&theater). Ethnic minorities are divided into the mixed,
the white and ‘non-Chinese ethnic minorities’ in the pie chart. Why does the
government separate the white from other ethnic minorities? Is it because the
government thinks white people are more privileged? Also, the government
divides ‘non-Chinese ethnic minorities’ into Filipinos, Indonesians, Indians, etc
and ‘other Asians’. However, according to the 2011 Census, there are the black
and Latin Americans, who have completely disappeared in this pie chart. This
again shows that the government has made a conceptual error of thinking that
ethnic minorities are all Asians.

mﬂﬁ“mw

How many ethnic miiiokities
 are there in Hoing Kei

2011 Population Census

Ethnic minorities ‘ Number

Indonesians 133 377

Filipinos 133 018
28 616

Indians

Pakistanis 18 042

Nepalese 16 518 “'
| Japanese 11213
Thais 11213
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The official government pie chart of the size of different ethnic groups

We urge the government to enhance the cultural sensitivity of officials of
different levels and any company providing services or running consultation
channels for the government, ensuring they understand that many ethnic
minority individuals see Hong Kong as their home and that Hong Kong society
does not only comprise people of Chinese ethnicity. The government should
also ensure that all official information is available in both Chinese and English.

The government claims that we need to import workers because there is
labour shortage in many sectors. However, many ethnic minority residents
cannot manage these jobs or have good prospects in these sectors because of a
lack of Chinese language proficiency. The government should improve the
ethnic minority Chinese language education policy as soon as possible to
unleash the potential of this group of Hong Kong residents. We stress again that
the government should ensure equal higher education opportunities for ethnic
minorities so that their various talents can utilized in different sectors.

If the government continues to exclude ethnic minorities, it will be difficult
for ethnic minorities to have a sense of belonging to Hong Kong, hindering
social integration. Moreover, if we do not welcome people of different
ethnicities, how can we attract overseas talents and professionals? Without
open-mindedness, can we even call Hong Kong Asia’s world city?
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